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Vaie Ted Arrowsmith

EDWARD (TED) ERNEST ARROWSMITH

24 September 1924 - 16 August 2020

ED grew up in Box Hill and attended Box
THill State School. His grandfather, Herbert
Arrowsmith was the foundation Secretary
of the Soldiers Sailors Fathers’” Association in
Mitcham and lived in Scott (now Lucknow)
Street in Mitcham and worked at the
Builders Trading & Roofing Co.

Ted was a man of many talents. He
served in the RAAF from 1942-46 in
Australia and the South West Pacific
Area as a Leading Aircraftsman and
Wireless Maintenance Mechanic.

After the War, while employed as a
public servant, Ted took up the offer
available to returned serviceman to
study and chose Accountancy. As a
public servant he used these skills
) and established the Prices
<y y Justification Tribunal, the fore-

“~ runner of today’s Australian
Competition and Consumer
Commission.

Due to a heart condition
Ted took early retirement at
the age of 55 and enjoyed being
involved in many activities.

In 1955 at the Mitcham
Horticultural Society Autumn
Show he won a prize for the

o e | Best Rose. When the Halliday

il - Park Memorial area was
JeerheEl - redesigned and the pine trees
: removed, Ted took a cone and
from the seed grew a tree which

was later planted elsewhere in the park.

Ted liked lead-lighting, and after doing a
course at TAFE, taught this at the Nunawading
Recreation Centre. Ted led his team of 10 as the
Nunawading Bicentennial Leadlight Group in
making the Bicentenary Leadlight Mural in the
foyer of the Arts Centre (now the Whitehorse
Centre) in Nunawading. Ted made a lead light box
for the Mitcham RSL which was used during the
nightly Stand To. It is now at the Blackburn RSL.

In 1950 Ted married Valda. They have three
children Anne, Vanessa and Peter.

Ted was a Warden at Christ Church (now
All Saints) Mitcham. Frances Warren, also a
Wednesday Worker with our Society, compiled
a history of the church from 1888-1988 and Ted
took the photographs for this publication.

For the Historical Society Ted completed
several oral histories, photographed local sites and
Society events, oversaw the transferring of our
records from cards to the computer by installing
the InMagic Database in 1997 and, looking after
the database and the computers, demonstrated
paper-making at an Open Day, donated artefacts
and wrote the book Schwerkolt Cottage and
Museum The Legacy of Johann August Schwerkolt,
Pioneer. This was published by the City of
Whitehorse and the Whitehorse Historical Society
in 2004. Ted retired from the Historical Society at
the end of 2008 due to ill health.

The family-only service was held at All Saints
Church on Monday 24 August and Peter McPhee
conducted the RSL Rite, as Ted wished.

Vicki Jones-Evans

Annual General Meeting
1pm Saturday, 3 October 2020

on ZOOM
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N 10 July the Committee met via Zoom to
O discuss how and when the AGM can take place.

We concluded that with the current situation
offering no indication of a normal Annual General
Meeting being able to occur this year that we would
arrange for it to take place on Zoom. This will be at
Ipm on Saturday 3 October. We do understand and
sympathise that not all our members will be able to access
this technology, but our Constitution requires us to hold
a meeting this calendar year.

Pat Richardson has indicated that she will not continue
at this election, but all other current Committee members
have indicated that they will stand. Thank you to Pat for
her service to the Society while on Committee, and when
we resume we hope to see her on a Wednesday.

Just a gentle reminder that you need to be a financial
member to vote and membership renewal is due by
1 September. If possible can you please pay by EFT
as getting to a bank to lodge cheques is a bit tricky at
present. If you email Kathy to let her know that you have
transferred the money she can email you a receipt.

MEMBERSHIP
Due 1 September

FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK

At present under Stage 4 Restrictions we are also
unable to have Newsletters printed and distributed in
hard copy form. It will be available on our website and via
email. However Nomination forms and the AGM Agenda
will be emailed and posted out by our hardworking
Secretary, Kathy, ably assisted by Rob and Meg.

We do not know when the Council Recovery Grants
Program that we applied for will be decided and
distributed.

The weekly email to the Wednesday Workers is
circulating again and the current week’s discussion
was started by Yvonne who recalled where she was on
VP Day. This has started a fascinating tour of people’s
memories of all sorts of milestones such as when the King
died, the Moon Walk, Ash Wednesday and 9/11.

I hope you are all managing to keep your spirits up and

are keeping safe and well.
[ P 7 o
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EFT if possible. Please advise any changes to contact details

Receipt will be emailed

COMMITTEE NOMINATION FORM

If nominating for Committee please scan and send to

whitehorsehistory@hotmail.com or post to
PO Box 272 Mitcham 3132 Deadline: 26 September

AGM BY ZOOM 3 OCTOBER

To participate email whitehorsehistory@hotmail.com

Kathy will send Zoom invite for 1pm Saturday 3 October

Meeting will close at 1.30pm

Please ensure we have your up-to-date email address.
If you need assistance with attending on Zoom please contact Kathy
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The good olde days

Flying Corps and offered in a recent National Pilots Assn Service Bulletin.

THE following monthly summary of accidents was dredged from the December 1917 records of the British Royal

RESUME OF ACCIDENTS
Avoidable Accidents
THERE were 6 avoidable accidents:

1) The pilot of a Shorthorn with over 7 hours
experience seriously damaged the undercarriage
on landing. He had failed to land at as fast a
speed as possible, as recommended in the
Aviation Pocket Handbook

2) A B.E.2 stalled and crashed during an artillery
exercise. The pilot had been struck on the head
by the semaphore of his observer who was
signalling to the gunners.

3) Another pilot in a B.E.2 failed to get airborne.
By error of judgment he was attempting to fly at
mid-day instead of during the recommended best
lift periods, i.e., just after dawn and just before
sunset.

4) A Longhorn pilot lost control and crashed in a
bog near Chipping Sodbury. An error of skill on
the part of the pilot in not being able to control
a machine with a wide speed band of 10 mph
between top speed and stalling speed.
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5) Whilst low flying in a Shorthorn, the pilot
crashed into the top deck of a horse drawn bus,
near Stonehenge.

6) A B.E.2 pilot was seen to be attempting a

banked turn at a constant height before he
crashed. A grave error by an experienced aviator.

Unavoidable Accidents

There were 29 unavoidable accidents, including

these:

+ The top wing of a Camel fell off due to fatigue
failure of the flying wires. A successful
emergency landing was carried out.

+ Sixteen B.E.2s and 9 Shorthorns had complete
engine failures. A marked improvement over
November's figures.

+ Pigeons destroyed a Camel and two Longhorns
after mid-air strikes.

Cost of Accidents

Accidents during the last three months of 1917

cost £317/10/6 - money down the drain and

sufficient to buy new gaiters and spurs for each
and every pilot and observer in the Service.

SOURCE: General Aviation News March 4, 1974
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from the
bowels of Box
Hill Town Hall

URING the first lockdown Whitehorse City
D Council’s Senior Arts Officer, Jacquie Nichols-

Reeves, discovered a collection of seven framed
photographs of early Nunawading, Blackburn and Vermont
whilst going through old items stored in the basement of
the Box Hill Town Hall.

She left the pictures with the Box Hill Historical
Society, who kindly offered the pictures to us as they
were prints from photos held in our Collection.

Six of the prints are framed in the same way, purplish
mat, carved “rosewood’” frames (maybe just a reddish
stain) and stylish cursive handwritten descriptions under
the image. The seventh framed photo has a much plainer
frame, an oft-white mat and the description is typed.

It is somewhat of a mystery how long these items have been
residing in the town hall basement as none of our current
members have any recollection of this collection.

Should anyone have more information as to when and
where the photos were framed and displayed we would love
to hear from you.

Kathy Innes and Richard Conn
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Where waj | when . . .

chance remark in the Wednesday work group
A"keep in touch" emails throughout lockdown,

generated a flood of memories that touched on
where each of us was , and what we were doing, at pivotal
times in recent history. The suggestion was made that we
share these in the newsletter, and such was the response
that it would be impossible to deal with them all in one
issue; so here is Installment One. Each issue an event
will be selected, with people's recollections of their own
situation at the time. Enjoy!

Because of its recent anniversary, the first event is VP
DAY in 1945, and Yvonne's memories.

In New Zealand on VP day. For some reason I had
missed the school bus and had to catch the one and only
commercial public bus instead. To explain, I lived in the
country — 10 miles from the town where my high school
was situated. A school bus started its route a further 10
or so miles along the coast from town. It collected only
high school pupils each morning and delivered us home
in the afternoon. (My pick-up and drop-off times were
approximately 8am and 4pm.) The only other bus on
this route, a public one, passed my home about 10am. I
arrived at school about an hour or so later; only to hear
the announcement that peace had been declared and we
could all go home! I can only suppose that the school bus
collected us to take us home. I do not recall any specific
emotions, except that my brother and my four uncles
would be coming home.

Rob Innes also remembers the end of World War II:

[I remember] at 6 years of age watching a 4-engine bomber
dropping leaflets all over town. My reading capabilities/
comprehension qualities not being at their greatest, I took
one into my mother, who told me the war had ended.

Rob and Yvonne both recall
the sense of relaxation that
expressed itself in post-war
fashion circa 1947:

(Rob): The NEW LOOK came
out; hems came up to the knee
(officially) but they began to go
higher . ..

(Yvonne): The new look,
peplums, restricted waists, high
heels — Rob, I remember those
aspects more than the hemline!
Ah, youthful acceptance . . .

More memories next newsletter.

Whitehorse Historical Society Newsletter
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The Story of His Mignanettes.

WOt koa 0o d=b ot ot ool od

Owe alreniny, drvowsy alternoon to-
ward the eod of June, having oothing
particular to do, 1 sauvatered lu the
Giresilen of tbhe Chelses College gar
dens, This shady Hittle nook bolds the
Irorie of some of our old soldicrs. Thera
ey ent, in solemp rows of feurs sod
fives, on the weoden beprcbes o the
coal, green avenue, decamiog away
the ot snmmer afterooon, while they
wailebed the children at play oo the
grass Lefore them.

A great longing came over wo to
learn somethlog of thelr llves.

1f T could come across onc alone, I
thotzht, there nught be o ehanes of It
Bo, with o lingering. backward look at
the oil fellows, I waiked on uwntil 1
came 1o o more secluded part of the
gardens, wuers Wie penioners eulu-
vated little plets of ground awml sold
fowors amd forns to the ourses and
children, the procecds of which oi-
abled them to hoy tobacco aod rom
and oilvr small luxuries.

It izd Deen intensely bot, bot now
a refreshing breese waas foralng the
1Mae ond labormum toees, and jo the
“wool of tho day the o) meh were all
kard Ay vwelk wateriop, weodlogp nod
rakinz away. while they smoked nnd
changed opinlons ns to their respective
nurserics

Cressing the gavel path, T came
open a bed composed enlrely of mig-
nogette, Its fragrance was dolizht-
ful, and T pansed & moment to enjor
the scent

Thi=z ltte garden excited my rurcios-
Ity, and I looked with futercat at the
gardecer. His face wag thin and lined,
wlth an expression of setiled melan-
ehaly on [t, but there was somethieg in

wMMu-i-ng
Od0fododo

the Jarge, dotk eres and sensitive
monuth that teok my faney.
“UHeme s an opportunity.” 1 thooght

“Ho looks like n plee, approachablo
old man and, I doare gay, would be glad
1o have o chat™

At that moment, as i by some sud-
den transiton of mind, he glanced op
and fixed his speaking orbs on me.

“S¥bhat lovely mignopette!” I exs
clalmed by way of opealong Gre.

He smiled, but it wos soch a sad
emile I wished he hadn't It somchow
made me feel gick and sorTy.

“Let me cutl you some, madam,” he
eafd gravely. *I will in & moment, iE
Fou can wall"”
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“Please, oh, I should like nothing bet-
ter!™ I answered. seating inyself and
locking oo contentedly, while my new
friend went to work with a long palr
of rosty sclssore.

His face interested me, strangely,
none the less when I poticed that tho
Victorla cross adorned Lis breast. How
conld I get him to talk?"

“May I ask why yon cnltivote only
one flower? I Ingulred, with sudden
insplration

¢ looked at me agaln Io that Intense
way of his for at least o minute withe
ont speaking, then sald rrelevantly:

“Nou bave a good, kind fzee, lady,
and"—

e pansed.

“Thaok you for saylng &0 I rejoin-
@), somevwbat tamely, feellng bafled
and wondering what was comlog nest

“You zsked me just now why I only
ETew one flower., I will tell youn If yoo
care 1o listen,”

"Yes," I replied eageriy; “T am all at-
tention."™

“1t happened so long ngo, yet it seems
anly Uke yesterday. Mignon, Mignoo!™
he half mormored to bimsell

I coughbed softly to rewlod Lilm of my
prescice,

“Lady, did you ecver love any ona
very dearly ¥ e nsked abruptly.

“Hare 17 I petoroed, somewhat tak-
en aback by thls voexpeeted question.
“Well, yeg, I have been fond of several
peaple T bave wet at diferent times of
my iife” was my discrect rejoinder,

“Those two were the only ones 1
cared for io this world—Mignon and
Iialph Stapley.*

"Whe was Mighoo? I quoerled gon-
tly, for the old man's face was full of
cmation when hig spoke Ler oome

“I always called Lier Micoon and so
dld be” be continued, withiout heeding
me: “ithe nmne suited her 5o well. Sho
o never without a alip of thizs"—
touching the dowers in myr lap—"iu her
belt or gown., She had a paesion for
mizonoecite. That Is why vwe called
her Mizoon. and she wns as mreest as
e dower Itself, with ber bluebell cyes
apd not browa Lals™

*“Who was 1hia ciher®™ I mtﬂrcd to
ask afier & pauspe,

Azaln the veteran sr*el‘k“d ta forget
my cxistenco as be slghed a.ull said
moringly: .

“To ibink that ¥ pever pucssed it
And they were sueh 2 bonpy pair too.
St conld not belp loviog bim, the pea-
fal. handesme laddle. Men and atfficers

-

allie In our !‘Eﬁlw!: #lwply adored |

him.*

“He sorved with _ru'u. uun?'

“Xcem, but I wae only (8 be raoks
while lie Leld n.mm'.a.sshu >

“¥et you were fricnds?

“fricodz—aye, 1hat wo were: from
onr sehoclvey dags we were choms,
When Balph was sent 1 ihe Criwenn
war, 1 threw evelylliog o aiw winds,
cnlistod li hig reginicat and went, too,
aml we fouslit In ooy a fierce ot
togeiber. Ilut one thouzhi Kept n=s op
through al—dcear litile AMignoo, the
vlear's dogghier. Al, what happy old
times they were at the viearusa!

“Migoon was oo osly clild; ber fa-
ther, onr coach, ialph's ood mine
What merey Hile tne pariieos wo bad
—Juat we feun the secnt of inigoonctio
ererywhere, The gisden, the whodows
awnd the 1eoms of the ebd Looee wure
full of H—siononetie, all oi-moneitol™

Aly mlance vvemlered 1o the Sowvers
hlogoraipsr ot my oot ns I trled 1o pie-
tore thee e socoe put baivie s,

“And Lulph loved Bdilguon as well

re 1" be porsoed, “though oeilber of
us kosw thy ether's scecct. Well,
th-ge Luppy dmrs came to an eml
Ao Cmntey Left.as (o stwly for the
aviny, while T remalucd to stazhate o
wy father's office In town.
S Yilow 1 oonvied alph's luek! Not
that 1 zends -l dm any #oad thiag, het
w! lot Ju-life did ecem bard In comns
rathoa to ble. As the time passed wy
resiessneas and dlscontent Ineieased.
Deaplte oy ptlachment o Migaen, my
huwdrne, wovolohogs eXistence was
ro bhateful to me. 8o, wheno the war
broke ount awl Ralph was ordeced
abroad. I made up my wind to go, too,
in the ranis of e same rezlimcnt.
ITere wns on apporiunlty oot to be lost
of Ivadinyg o mwore glorious life—{o Opht
for wy couwtry, wmy people aod for
the love of ‘old Enstand.!

“IMow 1 dreamed of the home coming
after the work was done! Death had
oo place o oy wind. How I antiel-
pated the meeting with Miroon with
tho lave lizht that J—poor fool=Imags
Juml ¢le folt for me ghiniog In Ler soft
bise vyea. I thowzh T would pour eut
ey Beart and tell ber I bad come back
to ¢l Ber, pever to part ooy mord,
A, I€ 1 bad but koown!™

Te smiled apain in his melancholy
oy nnd contloued:

“Yog, If I bad only ¥nown that she
carsl for Ralph 1 should bave been
fparcd maoy & beartache in after
yuazs'”

The ol soldler gazed nbetractedly at
hls n:l.:'n:-nntta and doubtless lived

E 'r.ui.u 1 wondered If the crogs on his
| breast Lad anything to do with his

hixztory., IHe answered my glance.

Continued on page 6
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From The Reporter

continued

“I avr coming to that now, lady. One
bitter November night, or rather morn-.
imz. we awoke ta find the cpemy bear-
ing Jdown ou us o everwhelming num-
bers Lefore eur camp was astir. The
wen, however, soon ronsed and fouzht
shoulder to shonlder amid the rear aod
dim of cannon, which maddencd nlite
iwen and beast, After awhile T Leeame
cooscinua only of one thin~—a fgare
a few rards abead of mwe Hghting for
dear Uie. I ecan sce the leok oo his
face now! It was tmnsfigored, shin-
ing with dauntless coorage that
gualled not before the onslaught of
the Dussinng 1 belleve. at that mo-
ment, Ralph Uved in every fiber of his
belng. Ho gloried io a fighi—po one
more., He was surrounded and cut off
from the rest of ne LY 6ix or Feven of
the enemy donble his slze. Suddenly
he staggered apd fell. Thep 1 found
myselt struggliog and erushing through
coudtless forms and brandishing steel
unti! I renched the stricken #gure.

There be lay, o white and still, with
his brave young face upturned to the
leaden sky. My arms went Instinetive-
1y rovod him, abd as I turned and
faced the lot of them—perbaps it was
fancy—bot & chenge eeemod to come
into thelr eager, glittering cyes as they
iovolontarily fell back a pace or two.
It was cnly for a moment. They agaln
pressed forward, and no doubt the
palr of us would have been qulckly cut
into w!ncemest but for an ancxpected
diversion ereated just then by the ar-
rival of the Eonlakillen dragoons. With
thelr aid the Russlans were completely
routed, and In the confoslon of thelr
retrent and fight I managed to carxy
Kalpbh eafely back to camp.””

“And you eseaped unwounded

“No, unluckily, lady, I received rome
very bad cuts on my bead and back,
which bLreught abont my discharge
from the army as belog unGt for active
gervice, When I bad somewhat recov-
ered, Ralph told me that Migoon Lad
promiscd to become his wife, and six
monihs later they were married.”

“Did Mignon ever know that Tou car-
ed for her? I asked rather bosklly.

“Yes; many years after, when they
ecame to sce me bere, I think, as they
carried away somoe of my miznonetie,
tliey both guessed it for the frst time."”

A bell near by elanged out the tea
Lowr as ho finisbhed speaking, so, with
a close ¢lasp of the hand, mT old wan
end I parted. —~Chleago Herald,

Station Timber Yards & Saw Mills,
White Horse Road and Main Street,
BOX HILL,

P. BIRD,
TIMBER MERCHANT,
Has on Sale:—

Flooring, Lisieg, Wealbsrboards, Hardweed, Hel Gum, Palings, Posis and
Eails, | Diears, Hasbian, (ilass, White Laad, Dils, Laiki

Moukling,
%. Coment, lmn, Bpoukisg, H’w e,
Thmberfrent by rall delivessd om trock fres of =
Busltwood aed Hardwacd andar cover.
PA—ND DONNECTION WITH ANYONE ELSE WHATEVER.
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Meetings are held at the Schwerkolt Cottage and
Museum Complex

Annual General Meeting
1pm Saturday, 3 October 2020
on ZOOM

2020 WORKING BEES

NOTIFICATION

All future General
Meetings and
Working Bees are
suspended owing to
the Corona Virus.

We will provide
updates as the
situation develops.

OUR COMMITTEE

Vicki Jones-Evans — President
Peter McPhee — Vice President
Kathy Innes — Secretary

Eddie Tan — Treasurer

Committee Members

Margaret Graham Rob Innes
Harley Hall Pat Richardson
Judith Hall Chris Gray

STATISTICS

Photographs catalogued - 4343
Artefacts catalogued - 5000
Documents catalogued - 7691
Museum visitors June—July - N/A

Facebook New Page ‘likes’ to date 949

Whitehorse Historical Society Newsletter



The 2020 Annual General Meeting of the Whitehorse Historical Society will
e held on Zoom due to the Covid-19 Pandemic, commencing at Tpm on
Saturday, 3 October 2020

AGENDA

Welcome & Apologies
Minutes of Previous Annual General Meeting 17 August 2019
Business Arising from previous minutes
President’s Report
Treasurer’s Report
Presentation of Annual Statement
Auditor’s Report
Appointment of Auditor for 2020-2021
Determination of Annual Membership fees
7. General Business
Election of Officers and Ordinary Members of the Executive Committee
Nominations are called for the positions of:
* President
* Vice President
« Secretary/Public Officer
» Treasurer
* Ordinary Members of the Committee (7)
8. Close of Annual General Meeting

aobhwbd=

o

Please advise apologies to Secretary Kathy Innes 0409 230 058

Whitehorse Historical Society Inc. AGM 2020
Nomination Form

As a financial member of the Whitehorse Historical Society |,
Accept nomination for the position of:-

[ President
J Vice President
J Secretary
J Treasurer

a Ordinary Committee Member (7 positions)

Signature Date

MNominated by:- (name) Signature
{(Financial Member of WHS)

Seconded by:- {(name) Signature
{Financial Member of WHS)

+ Please note all nominations must be signed by two financial members of the WHS and have the consent
of the candidate « As perthe Constitution, Clause 22 {6) A candidate may only nominate for one office, or
as an ordinary member of the Committee « The completed nomination form must be received by the WHS
Secretary seven days prior to the Annual General Meeting to be held on Saturday 3 October 2020.
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Melway Ref. 49 D7

. Mullum Valley Circuit Walk

WHS Committee Contacts Newsletter Team

i Chris Gray
President )
Vicki Jones-Evans Wendy Standfield ‘ .
9873 3383 WHS website | SO %% SCHWERKOLT
Vice-President whitehorsehistory.org.au =
Peter McPhee facebook.com/whitehorsehistory
Secretary , ) 'Emall )
Kathy Innes whitehorsehistory@hotmail.com
Treasurer Postal Address
Eddie Tan P.O. Box 272

. MITCHAM Vic 3132

Local History Room (03) 9873 4946 I _
Rear Museum Building Wn:ta pte herse l;oa L
Schwerkolt Complex 1 Ly
2 — 10 Deep Creek Road, Mitcham | 500 m |

Copy Deadline for next WHS Newsletter: Wednesday, 4 November 2020

The Whitehorse Historical Society Inc.
Mission Statement & Acknowledgement of Country
m p “The purpose of the Society is to foster historical interest and knowledge. To collect, document,

research, preserve and exhibit items that show how people have lived and worked in the City of
Whitehorse area.”

accredited
museum “In the spirit of reconciliation, Whitehorse Historical Society Inc. acknowledges the Wurundjeri people
as the traditional owners of the land now known as the City of Whitehorse, and pays respect to its elders past
and present.”
CITY OF REMEMBER The Whitehorse
] . ] . Historical Society, Inc.
Whltehors'e Historical S?CIety acknowledges the
) ll(;c;zal HlstozrélOCollewc:ln . support of the
pen 10.30 a.m. to 2.30 p.m. Wednesdays. City of Whitehorse.
Visitors welcome.
Ring 9873 4946 for an appointment at other times.
P — Box Hill Cemetery Records &
Nunawading Gazette for 1964-1974
WHITEHORSE available on microfiche for research.
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