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THE BLACK CAPE

fascination and preservation

S

EVERAL years ago, an elaborate black lace shawl
cape was displayed at the end of the parents’ bed
in Schwerkolt Cottage. Bit of a mystery object;
no records as to provenance or any connection to the
Cottage. Just a beautiful object. Semi-circular, corded
lace encrusted with tiny jet seed beads. A ruffled silk
band at the neck. The sort of cape a lady could wear
to the opera or to a reception at Government House a
century or more ago.
Without a documented story, such objects encourage
us to wonder, be fascinated, then drawn into the life and
history of a garment. Who made you? When were you
made? How long did it take? Were you made in Australia,
or in Europe? Who owned you? What ship did you come
to Australia on? How many times were you worn, and
where did you go when you went out? Who admired you?
We simply don’t know, but what a story if we did!
I was asked to help preserve you. The years were
beginning to take their toll. The weight of your corded
lace, jet beads, and time were all showing. Then we
found some hail spot net that suited you beautifully and
I was given the task of catching your beauty to a new
backing to give you more years, so you could be seen by
many in the Museum.
Armed with silk thread, a strong light, sharp scissors
and a magnifier I began. Probably 10 hours later I
finished. You were firmly attached to a fine new backing.
We look forward to displaying you appropriately in the
future. In the meantime, thank you for the honour and
enjoyment of working with you.
Margaret Graham

NEXT MEETING:

General Meeting 1pm Saturday, 10 April 2021
Ross McMullin – "Will Dyson, War Artist"

FROM THE PRESIDENT’S DESK

Dear Members,

O

UR Wednesday workers have been meeting weekly
and using our QR Code sign-in system (see below)
successfully. Using the QR code allows us to have
up to 24 people in the Local History Room and therefore all
Wednesday workers can attend at the same time.
We will be using this to check-in for our General
Meeting on Saturday 10 April at 1 o’clock in order to
access a maximum attendance of 24. We can help with
signing in if you do not have a mobile phone. It will be
like old times as we will be meeting in the Local History
Room (LHR) due to its size and not the Visitor Centre.
You will need to book to attend the meeting by either
phoning Kathy on 0409 230 058 or emailing the Society.
The Planning Day in February was limited to the
Wednesday Workers owing to Covid restrictions, but
was very successful. We discussed and mapped out our
ambitious plans for the year. These being:
• moving our database to Victorian Collections,
• purchasing our new showcases and mannequins,
• panels for the Visitor Centre,
• finding homes for our old showcases,
• publicity and general meeting plans for this year.

On Wednesday 10 March our six new showcases and
six new mannequins were delivered. We found homes for
four small showcases and the map drawers. As we have
been unable to find homes for the five large showcases the
Committee decided to send these Abbey Auctions to be
auctioned. Displays are being assembled and transferred
into the new cases.
The first Working Bee for over a year took place
in March and the Cottage and LHR were thoroughly
cleaned. The Museum cleaning was undertaken during
our showcase transfer operation.
Museums Victorian Collections staff are processing
our database and we look forward to it being online soon.
In the meantime we are preparing new worksheets and
cataloguing manuals.
The City of Whitehorse Heritage Week planning is
underway. The Heritage Family Day will be looking very
different this year. In order to be Covid-safe we will be
having a Heritage Family Picnic Day. Council will be
providing some entertainment and we will offer food and
drink in the form of a sausage sizzle, Devonshire teas
and a cake stall. We hope to be able to have some of the
old fashioned children’s games and races. All our usual
generous trades and craft people will, we hope, be able to
join us again next year.
For those of you interested in Vermont history we have
found a new website online that you may like to look at:
vermonthistory.weebly.com
And if you live near the shops on Mt Pleasant Road,
Nunawading, you may be interested in this Community
group who are looking to improve the adjacent pipe track
for the local residents:
www.facebook.com/NunawadingCommunityCorner
There is also a new local free on line newspaper that
can be found at www.eastsidernews.org.au
I hope to see you in April. Don’t forget to book with
Kathy either by email or phone to attend. Ross McMullin
will be speaking on the war artist, Will Dyson.

Vicki Jones-Evans
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Museum revamp
under way

E

XCITING times! Our new cases were
delivered by Showfront on 10 March. The
six mannequins and six display cases were
manhandled off the truck and into the Visitor
Centre.
Following Harley's mammoth effort in removing
the old cases from the museum, our sparkling new
ones were installed in their new home on 13 March.
A special working day was organised for 16
March when eight willing workers spent the day
assisting Vicki and Patty assembling and putting in
place the displays they had designed.
More working days to come – and watch this
space for more news.

PICTURES (clockwise from top left):
The cases arrive; cases installed in the museum;
designing the Afternoon Tea display.

COVID RESTRICTIONS:
• We are only allowed a maximum of 24 people
• If you are planning to attend you will need to
book by contacting Kathy
Email: whitehorsehistory@hotmail.com
Phone: 0409 230 058
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The
Edgerton
story
Part One:
Early life to
Mayor of Hawthorn
PICTURES: (above) 1857 Title Register of
Assisted Immigrants from the United Kindom
aboard the Grand Trianon; (below) Charles
Edgerton circa 1880; 39 Kinkora Road Hawthorn.

C

HARLES Edgerton was born in Birmingham,
Warwickshire, England, to parents Edward and
Mary Ann née Dickens. Edward and Mary Ann,
both born in Warwickshire, had married on 16 October
1849 at St Peter and St Paul, Warwickshire and Charles,
born in 1851, was to be their only child. The family is listed
in the 1851 English Census as living in Ruston Street,
Birmingham, Edward employed as a Journeyman Carpenter.
In 1857 the family immigrated to Australia, arriving
in Melbourne on 22 May on the ship Grand Trianon. On
leaving the boat it was noted that Edward was leaving on his
own account for work in Collingwood. Charles was just six
years of age.
The family prospered and on leaving school Charles
went into the printing profession, where he was to have a
very successful career over several decades with the firm of
Ferguson and Moore, an old established Melbourne Printing
and Publishing Company. Charles eventually became a
Partner (Edgerton and Moore), finally owning the business
with his son Charles William.
By 1871 Charles had married Mary Hews (1851–1936)
and, over the next 17 years they had six children: Charles
William, Louisa, Ada, Ernest, Albert and Arthur, with
Ernest the only child not to survive infancy.
Through these busy years, with a growing
family and prospering professional life, Charles
was also very involved in Church (Baptist), Local
Government (Hawthorn Council), the Masonic
Lodge and the Employers Union. In 1890 he
bought land in Kinkora Road, Hawthorn, where a
substantial home was built, ‘Westella’ at No. 39. The
following year he was elected Mayor of Hawthorn
and it was during this time – when he was perhaps
at his most active – that he purchased three acres of
land in Crown Portion 128, Parish of Nunawading,
at Mitcham, from Benno Schwerkolt.
(continued next issue)
Anne Jones
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DIARY DATES*
Meetings are held at the Schwerkolt Cottage and
Museum Complex

Saturday, 10 April
1.00pm General Meeting

Ross McMullin – Will Dyson, War Artist

Saturday, 5 June
1.00pm General Meeting

Jenny Brash – Vermont: A History

Saturday, 14 August
1.00pm Annual General Meeting

Helen Harris OAM – Blackburn Outdoor School

William Nicholson (photographed c1860)

NICHOLSON STREET, NUNAWADING

N

ICHOLSON Street, Nunawading, is another
street in a group named after earlier politicians.
It runs between Whitehorse and Springfield
Roads and is parallel to and between two other streets,
named after rivals Mc Cullough and O’Shanassay.
William Nicholson (1816-1865) was born in
Whitehaven Cumberland, England, the son of a farmer.
On his arrival at Port Phillip Bay in 1842, aged 26 years,
he set himself up as a grocer, before later becoming the
successful head of a merchant firm, W Nicholson and
Company. Later he became the director of the Bank
of Melbourne and several other companies. In 1852
he joined the Legislative Council, and advocated for
the secret ballot system which was refined and finally
adopted in Victoria in 1856. After a two-year sojourn in
England he was again re-elected and became Premier
and Chief Secretary in 1859 when he defeated Premier
John O’Shanassay. Much of his political life was spent
trying to pass a bill which would allow small farmers to
settle upon grazing land appropriated by the squatters. It
was eventually passed in a weaker form and this failure
led to Nicholson’s resignation in 1860. He did not hold
office again. In January 1864 he became severely ill and
died two weeks before his forty-ninth birthday. He was
survived by his wife and four sons.
He has been described as ‘a plain, plodding fellow,
good natured, candid and self-confident; he took pleasure
in his wealth and position and the knowledge that he was
self-made. In many ways he was typical of the radical
merchant of the day.’
Nicholson Street, a major north-south artery in
modern Melbourne, is also named after him.
Source: ND6615
Yvonne Fitzmaurice
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Saturday, 9 October
1.00pm General Meeting

Dr. Gary Presland – Coranderrk

Saturday, 4 December
1.00pm General Meeting
TBC

2021 WORKING BEES*
Please make a diary note and join us on the day.
Working Bees commence at 9.30am and finish
around 12 noon with morning tea.

Saturday 1 May
Saturday 3 July
Saturday 4 September
Saturday 6 November

Please come and help even if you can only
offer an hour of your time.

*All dates subject to Covid-safe conditions

STATISTICS
Photographs catalogued		
Artefacts catalogued			
Documents catalogued		
Museum visitors January–February -

4446
5045
7776
379

Facebook Page ‘likes’ to date

1014
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FROM THE
COLLECTION . . .

Where was I when . . .

NA4702

Australian
Army
tankard

A

N Australian Army tankard with Australian
rising sun badge on front. The tankard is made
of pewter, with a glass base. On the tankard
all the conflicts that the Australian fought in are
commemorated from World War I to Vietnam.
Donated for the collection from the Returned
Services League, Mitcham Sub-Branch, 26 McDowall
Street, Mitcham when it closed early 2014.
Inscription:
The Australian Army Tankard, World War I, World
War I, Mesopotamia, Flanders, German New Guinea,
Gallipoli, France, Palestine, World War II, North Africa,
Crete, Malaya, S.W. Pacific, Timor, New Guinea, Java,
Bougainville, Borneo, Greece, Syria, Singapore, South
Africa, Korea, Malaya, Vietnam.
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. . . Harold Holt disappeared?

was old enough to be aware of the incident, but
too young to have much interest in the doings of
politicians. But obviously many people do remember!
Yvonne Fitzmaurice
Here in Melbourne and my very class-conscious English
mother-in-law was staying with us – she was shattered
that ‘someone like him (a leader of people) could do
something like that’!
Kathy Innes
I remember where I was when we got the news that he
was missing. We were all into spear fishing and as Dad
was an Army officer we often went to the Portsea to dive
on the bayside rather than Cheviot Beach which was
on the ocean side and I had just returned from a spear
fishing trip to Bird Rock near Mornington when we
heard the news on the radio. We occasionally met Harold
Holt on the beach at Portsea and I had a huge crush on
his handsome aide/security officer.
Pat Fincham
I remember where I was when it was announced he had
disappeared – I was at the Myer Music Bowl listening
to one of the Sunday afternoon concerts. It was 17th
December – my Father’s birthday.
Peter McPhee
Mrs Holt, to avoid the press, secretly went to Delgany,
then a school for deaf children. My wife Barb's family was
heavily involved with the nuns running the school. Years
later I managed a shopping centre in Toorak where she
had had a fashion shop 1967.
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WHS Committee Contacts
President
Vicki Jones-Evans
9873 3383
Vice-President
Peter McPhee
Secretary
Kathy Innes

Melway Ref. 49 D7

Newsletter Team
Chris Gray
Wendy Standfield

WHS website
whitehorsehistory.org.au
facebook.com/whitehorsehistory
Email
whitehorsehistory@hotmail.com

Treasurer
Eddie Tan

Local History Room (03) 9873 4946
Rear Museum Building
Schwerkolt Complex
2 – 10 Deep Creek Road, Mitcham

Postal Address
P.O. Box 272
MITCHAM Vic 3132

Copy Deadline for next WHS Newsletter: Wednesday, 5 May 2021

The Whitehorse Historical Society Inc.

Mission Statement & Acknowledgement of Country
“The purpose of the Society is to foster historical interest and knowledge. To collect, document,
research, preserve and exhibit items that show how people have lived and worked in the City of
Whitehorse area.”
“In the spirit of reconciliation, Whitehorse Historical Society Inc. acknowledges the Wurundjeri people
as the traditional owners of the land now known as the City of Whitehorse, and pays respect to its elders past
and present.”

REMEMBER
Whitehorse Historical Society
Local History Collection

Open 10.30 a.m. to 2.30 p.m. Wednesdays.
Visitors welcome.
Ring 9873 4946 for an appointment at other times.

The Whitehorse
Historical Society, Inc.
acknowledges the
support of the
City of Whitehorse.

Box Hill Cemetery Records &
Nunawading Gazette for 1964-1974
available on microfiche for research.
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